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Spaces shape our identities.

Spaces are experienced emotionally.
They influence our well-being.

We perceive space as scenes. Architectonic spaces stage affordances.

What we touch, touches us. 

Architectonic space is social space.Perception is
movement in space.
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We act on the assumption that spaces do 
have an essential effect on the mental, 
emotional and somatic condition of human 
beings.

Therefore, we create vital and persuasive 
spaces – buildings and spatial scenes and 
objects – that move, enrich and extend hu-
man beings and offer them opportunities 
for interaction and have a positive influ-
ence on their well-being and motivation.

With great passion, we develop spaces 
that go far beyond the usual implementa-
tion of basic needs and therefore inspire 
people because motivational and psycho-
logical perceptional aspects are incorpo-
rated in a playful way.

We consistently search for new potential in 
our architecture to develop refined and un-
expected solutions.

The smallest details are an opportunity for 
us to create unanticipated perspectives, 
to allow for unconventional uses or to in-
tegrate materials that astonish and inspire 
due to their visual and haptic experience.

We understand sustainability and ecology 
not only as the economic use of resources 
and the intelligent application of technolo-
gies, but we pursue and are emphatic on 
an esthetic understanding of sustainability: 
Spaces are truly sustainable and ecologi-
cal when their experience inspires us and 
their use fosters our well-being.

We give special attention to the precise un-
derstanding of a site and its context. The 
respectful transformation of these givens 
into a new constellation is essential for our 
approach.

Architectonic spaces should move us intel-
lectually, emotionally and physically. That 
is what makes them memorable. And, what 
we remember defines our identity.



spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

We seek a close and trusting cooperation 

with our clients in an open and creative 

atmosphere to be able to fully understand 

their goals, ideas, wishes and passions 

and accommodate them.

What should be experienced in a certain 

space? What are the capabilities of the 

space? What does it offer? To which de-

sires does it cater? What atmospheres 

are created? Which movements and spa-

tial experiences become possible? Which 

materials best support these experiences? 

Through suitable questioning, we always 

orient our designs towards human beings. 

Insights from perception psychology and 

neurobiology play an important role in this 

process.

We like to work with people who expect 

more than the usual and the known, who 

are willing to invest in tangible and holistic 

spatial experiences and who are open to 

venture the novel.

We combine creative work with extensive 

experience in the execution of projects, ef-

ficient cost controlling and effective project 

management. Long standing experience 

with big and also international projects as 

well as professional methodic tools as-

sures realistic planning and a reliable im-

plementation.

We place a high value on early and clear 

communication and transparency with all 

those involved in a project. We are highly 

familiar with the critical turning points in the 

project process and thus adeptly minimize 

risks and use of resources with proactive 

communication and competent mediation.

Arne Wegner services clients as a consult-

ant and contact person throughout the 

entire project process. He continuously 

keeps the clients’ perspective in mind and 

actively informs them.

how we work.
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who we are.

arne wegner architektur is a cooperative 
of experienced architects directed and 
managed by Arne Wegner.

The participating architects possess com-
petence in all planning and building phas-
es of a project and become involved ac-
cording to the requirements of a project.

Arne Wegner has extensive experience in 
design, planning and execution of sophis-
ticated and unconventional projects of all 
scales.

In particular, he has proven his qualities as 
project manager and mediator as well as 
in dealing reliably with given budgets when 
managing very complex architectural pro-
jects.

Concurrently, Arne Wegner has garnered 
profound knowledge in the area of space 
and body perception, which he has suc-
cessfully implemented into noteworthy pro-
jects.

1991-1998

1999

since1999

2002 - 2007

2007

since 2007

since 2013



buildings spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

project management
for design, permission and construction planning

of a 4-star-plus hotel
for GRAFT architects

hotel and spa seezeitlodge

bostalsee/germany 2012-2017
built
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hotel and spa seezeitlodge

The Hotel and Spa Seezeitlodge occupies an advantageous 
position in its natural surroundings, overlooking a serene 
lake from a wooded promontory. The design aims to build on 
and enrich the character of the location.

The building figure is a product of the surrounding topogra-
phy. The hotel connects the realm of the wood with the ex-
panse of the lake, mediating between the land and the water.

Guests arrive at the hotel through oak woodland, barely 
seeing the lake. The path to the hotel leads on towards two 
green hills on which the main section of the two-storey hotel 
rests. The lobby is situated beneath it at the natural gap be-
tween the hills, revealing a breathtaking view over the lake as 
one enters. The lobby frames the sunset which in turn ani-
mates the space with the cycle of nature. An open-air terrace 
with fireplace offers guests an opportunity to enjoy the even-
ing spectacle.

From the lobby, guests can proceed onto the restaurant, 
bar and reading room or to the conference spaces and spa. 
These functional spaces, as well as the administrative facili-
ties, are embedded in the topography of the hilly landscape. 
The 2,000 m²-large spa and wellness area faces onto the 
surrounding woodland to create a sheltered, private environ-
ment of high-quality indoor and outdoor spaces. The restau-
rant, conference areas and some parts of the spa open onto 
the lake, and enjoy an incredible panoramic view.

bostalsee/germany 2012-2017
built

project management
for design, permission and construction planning
of a 4-star-plus hotel
for GRAFT architects
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project management for
design, permission planning and construction planning 

for the restoration and new extension
of the world’s oldest city youth hostel

for GRAFT architects

youth hostel munich-city

munich/germany 2016–2018
in planning
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project management for design, permission planning and 
construction planning for the restoration and new extension 
of the world’s oldest city youth hostel
for GRAFT architects

youth hostel munich-city

The design proposes relocating the main entrance of the 
new youth hostel to face “Winthirplatz”. A new building clos-
es off the perimeter block, its calm, regular façade respect-
ing the characteristics of the district. In its face, however, 
a two-story amorphous lobby has been carved, creating a 
dramatic entrance space that simultaneously announces the 
building to its surroundings. Natural elements of the square 
and the inner courtyard are translated into an amorphous, 
landscaped architecture that ties together the indoor and 
outdoor spaces. The materials relate to regional construc-
tion methods.
The complex is large enough to host numerous visitors at 
the same time and symbolises the basic idea of “Experienc-
ing Community”: the design intentionally combines the func-
tions of the lobby, dining room and seminar spaces into a 
joint interior space.
For today’s young people, community also takes place in-
creasingly in virtual spaces. The lobby is therefore not only a 
physical communal space but also a virtual “cloud” in which 
interactions between guests are augmented by simple de-
vices.
The rooms are the second major identifying factor for this 
new generation youth hostel, combining modern design and 
flexible room arrangements with robust functionality.
The façade of the historic old building at the Wendl-Dietrich-
Straße will be renovated in accordance with conservation 
guidelines. The distinctive arches at the entrance will be 
made usable by means of glazed fronts. 

munich/germany 2016–2018
in planning
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competition for the new construction of a youth centre
with alfredo peñafiel

house of youth heidelberg

The concept for the building was derived from the users’ 
desire to be able to access the complex from different di-
rections: three differing outdoor areas are created that al-
low entries from south, (north-)west and north. The essential 
characteristic of the design, however, is the creation of a to-
pography that makes it possible to walk onto the building’s 
roof from south and east. This topography accentuates the 
outer areas and furnishes them with diverse options of use. 
A hybrid is generated of building and topography: mount 
play.
Outdoor area I with access from south provides a plaza and 
rollerblading field with two amphitheatre-like stages which 
can also be watched from the roof terrace: One can imagine 
many different kinds of performances which can take place 
here all year round. Outdoor area II is forecourt and access 
from north-west with parking and delivery. Outdoor area III al-
lows entry from the neighbouring campus and features a ter-
race for the disco and a skating landscape. From here one 
can reach the first floor climbing up the topography. Stairs 
for sitting connect here to the roof level with roof terrace, of-
fering views to the soccer field and the near-by Odenwald. 
The roof terrace can also be reached from the inside of the 
building via stairs and elevator. On the north-western branch 
of the building, one finds a look-out on the ‘mountaintop’. 
The urban gardening is placed on the southern branch 
which contains the assembly hall. From here the topography 
drops towards the south, incorporating the playground with 
water and sand and the basket ball field.
All three entries lead to the main foyer which appears wider 
due to the adjacent open café and forms the central space 
of the building.

heidelberg/germany 2017
competition



buildings spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

This design proposes replacing the roof of an existing build-
ing from 1908 in Munich-Schwabing by a slightly higher kerb 
roof, thus creating an additional floor for a luxury apartment. 
The new roof continues the contour of its neighbour along 
the street and leads it around the corner away from the 
street. Towards the inner courtyard of the block the roof is 
folded open in order to allow for views and natural light as 
well as providing a spacious roof terrace. On the northern 
and western side, the roof is opened with dormer windows 
in an elegeant contemporary interpretation. The positions of 
the dormer windows respond to the structure of the windows 
on the lower floors. Bay windows and staircase are empha-
sized by similar elements at the top. The white colour of the 
edging of the existing windows gives the dormer windows a 
playful light elegance. The new structure responds respect-
fully to the existing context but is clearly readable as a new 
condition. The main motif of white frames is also applied to 
the new entrance which opens up the existing lobby and 
makes it more ample and inviting.

ainmillerstraße
project management for design and permission planning 
for a new roof with two attic floors
for GRAFT architects

munich/germany 2016-2017
in planning



photos © christoph buckstegen

spatial scenes spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

design, planning and tendering
for a cardiological practice

for aPLEX GmbH

patients’ lounge

berlin/germany 2007
built
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The classical space allocation plan of a medical practice has 
been transformed into a new spatial concept. The circulation 
area is merged in a widening and narrowing space continu-
um that embraces the reception, two waiting areas, the lava-
tories and laboratories as well as the patient archive. The ar-
chive is completely contained within 32 meters of room-high, 
built-in cupboards, in intensive red. In the corner of the build-
ing, which is lit from two sides, the waiting area is turned 
into a patients’ lounge. Here the archive wall is continued 
formally and in terms of colour in the velour, polygonal, red 
seating bench. Vis-à-vis stands the reception counter which 
is varnished in pearl-orange and shaped with oblique edges 
that enhance the dynamic of the entire space. Beyond the 
red cupboard-walls, the consulting rooms and surgeries 
stretch out along the facades. The fronts of the cupboards 
are imprinted with an enhanced reproduction of a historical 
hand-drawn network of veins. In contrast to the consulting 
rooms, which are kept in white and grey, the reception, wait-
ing and circulation areas are colored in a friendly and stimu-
lating composition of strong, dark red, light yellow and differ-
ent shades of orange.

design, planning and tendering
for a cardiological practice
for aPLEX GmbH

patients’ lounge

berlin/germany 2007
built
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Architectonic space is always perceived 
actively and with multiple senses: Its physi-
cal presence is activated through our bod-
ily experience.

Architectonic space is realised through 
explorative movements and is conceptu-
alised according to the dispositions of the 
body.

We perceive our surroundings as scenes 
between which our where-abouts therein 
change – like islands of experience that 
can be perceived as separate, connected 
or overlapping.

We perceive our surroundings as scenes.

szenography
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oberösterreichhaus
design, planning and artistic site management

of an attic floor for a private bank
for architekten ZLS,
with siegfried miedl,

photos © dietmar tolerian

vienna/austria 2002-2004
built
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The attic floor of a bank building from the end of the nine-
teenth century, in the direct vicinity of the Vienna opera, was 
completely rebuilt. Apart from a permanent use as a private 
bank, the owner wished to be able to use most of the top 
floor for occasional receptions, as during the annual opera 
ball. With this in mind, an ample, light-flooded roof land-
scape with mobile wooden walls was designed. The volume 
of the new construction  has been inserted into the historic 
building, relating to it by following many of the lines found in 
its ground plan and section. The addition does not strictly 
follow the historical structure, however, but reacts intelligently 
by modulating correlations and extending them. Through this 
attention, a unique structure emerges that contrasts the ex-
isting building which originally did not have an attic floor. The 
new structure follows an intelligent play of correlation and 
variation. The window openings of its facade are distributed 
according to a phenomenological approach that responds 
to the actual perception of the new building structure by the 
beholder and user from the interior to the exterior. A finely 
tuned interplay of closed and open building parts emerges 
so that, when navigating the spaces, specific perspectives 
and vistas open up or are hidden at specific points.

design, planning and artistic site management
of an attic floor for a private bank
for architekten ZLS,
with siegfried miedl

built

oberösterreichhaus

vienna/austria 2002-2004
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oberösterreichhaus

vienna/austria 2002-2004
built

design, planning and artistic site management
of an attic floor for a private bank

for architekten ZLS,
with siegfried miedl,

photos © dietmar tolerian
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project management for design, planning
and artistic site management

of an interior in vienna
for GRAFT architects
photos © tobias hein

urban villa

vienna/austria 2010-2012
built

photos © tobias hein
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project management for design, planning
and artistic site management
of an interior in vienna
for GRAFT architects

We developed the interior for the ground floor and an or-
angery-like annex of an old urban villa in the third district in 
Vienna in a sophisticated dialogue between old and new. 
Foyer, living room and an art aisle establish a loop-like gal-
lery space mainly kept in white. An old staircase no longer in 
use that has been transformed into a library forms the center 
of this loop. The art aisle has mirrors on both sides and in 
this way replicates the exhibits to a multitude. And there are 
more mirrors: Wardrobe and toilet are hidden behind mirrors 
containing a one-way-mirror, allowing a view from the toilet to 
the entrance hall. Mirrors also widen the passage from living 
room to former loggia. From the loop of white spaces the sa-
loon and dining hall emerge like treasure chests in which the 
play of light and reflecting surfaces is varied in combination 
with darker surfa-ces and dark furniture. In the old passage 
between living room and dining hall a glass cabinet for the 
collection of silver plates has been integrated. The one-way-
mirrors on either side allow a view from both spaces, but no 
vista from the one to the other. In the saloon the white walls 
and floor are combined with black wall textile and a bar that 
hides the television behind a magic mirror. In the orangery 
the elegantly curved kitchen furniture, built from dark wenge 
wood, dominates the space and continues as an eating area 
with a custom-designed table and as barbecue grill.

urban villa

vienna/austria 2010-2012
built

photos © tobias hein
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project management for design, planning
and artistic site management

of an interior in vienna
for GRAFT architects
photos © tobias hein

urban villa

vienna/austria 2010-2012
built

photos © tobias hein
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design, planning, tendering and site management
of a restaurant in hackesches quartier berlin
for GRAFT architects

woka’licious – from ‚wok’ and ‚delicious’ – is Thai fusion cui-
sine from finest ingredients. Situated in the heart of Berlin-
Mitte in the just accomplished ‘Hackesches Quartier’, the 
spatial concept reflects the character of the menu: light, or-
ganic and natural, in a balance of diversity and clarity.

While open to square and street with ample shop windows, 
the restaurant’s back wall is carried out as a horizontally 
structured wooden relief, which in materiality, curvature and 
stacking reminds us of the characteristic bamboo steamer 
baskets in which the delicious dim sums, a typical Asian dish 
in small portions linked with the tradition of tea tasting, are 
prepared and served. Swinging from the entrance along the 
whole length of the restaurant, the relief connects its three 
main parts: The main dining area (dining) in the western 
part, the central bar with a double counter and open show 
kitchen (short stay) and the lounge-like ‘private dining’ in the 
back part (relaxing) with seating bench and lounge chairs. 
The lounge can be partitioned by a curtain and used sepa-
rately by groups in a flexible way. Reflective film on the nar-
row sides of the wooden relief result in brightly illuminating 
reflexes according to the standpoint of the beholder and the 
exposure to light, subtle zest in the predominantly mild and 
natural mix of materials. Apart from soft indirect lighting, the 
protruding light object Ameba focuses on the central gallery 
of tables in the main dining area. Against the light natural 
materials in the dining area, the lavatories’ dark almost black 
materials form a strong contrast to the accentuating gold of 
glass mosaic tiles, wallpapers and painted surfaces.

woka’licious

berlin/germany 2010-2011
built

photos © tobias hein
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An architecture of multiperspectival spaces 
stages space as the sphere of action, as 
the setting for potential movement.

Spaces with manifold geometries and 
overlapping perspectives create a dynamic 
sequence of scenes, which directly inte-
grates the observer who moves through 
space in a condition of parallax, a shift of 
perspectives.

The composition of architectonic space 
thus becomes choreography, producing 
the frame for active exploration and the 
discovery of spaces through movement.

Active perception is explorative movement in space.

movement
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design and planning
of the central staircase of a department store

for HSH architects

department store ELKOR

riga/latvia 2007
built
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design and planning
of the central staircase of a department store
for HSH architects

The department store Elkor in Riga gained a strong impulse, 
which brought about a new identity through the redesign of 
its entrance and circulation area. The commodity groups 
that are offered on the individual floors are better connected 
through new lines of sight. Panoramic lifts and openings that 
have been cut into the existing stairwell allow vistas between 
the department store levels. The openings can also be used 
for displays and presentations.  A light ceiling on the ground 
floor guides the way from the entrance to the central stair-
case and is continued in the light walls around the stairs. The 
old flights of stairs have been replaced by a steel structure 
of solid, bronze-painted stair strings, which wind between 
the light walls. Steps and stair landings are covered with red 
glass mosaic tiles from Bisazza. On each floor, the stairs are 
connected to a walkabout, which has been planned by the 
project-related partner office in Riga.

built

department store ELKOR

riga/latvia 2007
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project management for schematic design,
design development, tender documents

for a residential quarter
for GRAFT architects

sakanela urban landscape

tbilisi/georgia 2007- 2008
planning with GC-tendering



SAKANELA URBAN LANDSCAPE

URBAN CONCEPT
Site Plan

Existing park is expanded and 
flows through development

Development provides public 
space for all citizens

New Sakanela Road provides 
high-quality shops for all 
citizens

Meandering buildings create 
differentiated spaces along park 
and new Sakanela Road as also 
along embankment street

Character of green river front is 
integrated into new 
development

buildings spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

project management for schematic design,
design development, tender documents
for a residential quarter
for GRAFT architects

The proposal for a new residential quarter, located along 
the promenade of the Mtkvari River, below “Rose revolution 
Square”, the Heart of the city center of Tbilisi, is based on 
the main characteristics of the site which geologically de-
rived from the historical situation of the estuary of a smaller 
river into the Mtkvari. The project arranges a new residential 
quarter in a differentiated mix of 311 apartments of various 
sizes in combination with high-quality retail areas on the low-
er floors, a small proportion of office areas as well as under-
ground parking for apartments and shops. The landscaped 
character of the whole ensemble embeds the architecture in 
a natural way into the surrounding green zone and provides 
high-quality living in a green surrounding while being in the 
heart of the metropolis.
The lower part of the development is split up into two me-
andering pieces thus becoming part of the new park and 
allowing views into and out of the area. The upper part of 
the ensemble develops along the slope of the terrain and 
re-stages the existing ‘Sakanela Road’ in terraced shapes, 
establishing ‘Sakanela Square’, the quarter’s own plaza, at 
its lower end. A high rise residential building on this side 
of the plot provides the new development with a landmark 
building, marking the end of Galaktioni Bridge. The high-rise 
provides apartments with stunning views to the lower areas 
of the city and the snow-capped mountains of the Cauca-
sus in the background. The elegant silhouette of the high-
rise swings along the street in a smooth torsion - away from 
neighbouring buildings and towards the river. The façade 
design for sakanela urban landscape brings about a subtle 
diversification of the building volumes, playing on the theme 
of the urban landscape with its mix of materials, the diversity 
of balcony and loggia situations and its manifold esthetic 
appearances.

sakanela urban landscape

planning with GC tender documents
tbilisi/georgia 2007- 2008
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project management for schematic design,
design development, tender documents
for a residential quarter
for GRAFT architects

sakanela urban landscape

planning with GC tender documents
tbilisi/georgia 2007- 2008
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project management for construction planning,
tendering and artistic site management

for a private villa in berlin
for GRAFT architects

lakeside villa

berlin/germany 2008-2009
built
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The design for this private villa was derived from its spec-
tacular location. The plot is located at a beautiful lake near 
Berlin, with a bluff line overlooking the water and views to the 
southwest. It was the intention to marry the building to the 
landscape and make it a part of it. As a result, the volume 
of the villa is broken up into three main parts that grow out 
of the topography seen when entering from the street. The 
separate forms embrace each other, creating a natural spa-
tial flow, which guides one’s perspective into the depths of 
the site and over the lake. 

The villa comprises a two storey main building with an at-
tached garage and a basement that is embedded into the 
precipice, a two storey guest house and a boathouse. The 
main building is situated at the edge of the slope whereas 
the guest house and boathouse are at lower levels. The roof-
tops of the individual building parts are sloped, ascending 
from the street side of the plot towards the lake. They are 
greened and can be used in some parts as terraces. The 
embedding into the landscape and the green roof-tops 
make the appearance of the building towards the street 
quite moderate. Towards this side the facades show fewer 
windows while the floors open towards the lake with long 
strips of wall-high ribbon windows. The top floor of the main 
building cantilevers spectacularly towards the lake and over 
the outdoor pool which is sunk into the basement.

berlin/germany 2008-2009

project management for construction planning,
tendering and artistic site management
for a private villa in berlin
for GRAFT architects

lakeside villa

built
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When entering a space, we instantly and 
involuntarily rate its atmosphere as pleas-
ant or unpleasant.

The atmosphere is composed of the innu-
merable aspects of a space, all of which 
affect us multisensorially and which are 
immediately and subliminally evaluated 
by the limbic system, thus influencing our 
bodily condition.

Accordingly, we feel either well or unwell in 
spaces, whether we are fully aware of it or 
not.

Architectonic spaces can either enhance 
our well-being and support health or pro-
voke malaise.

Architectonic spaces are experienced emotionally
and have health-enhancing potential.

salutogenesis
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project management
for a masterplan study with lookbook
for the development of four sites
for GRAFT architects

brioni riviera

We developed several sites for luxury apartments and vil-
las located in Istria with a breath-taking view of the beau-
tiful Brioni Islands. Based on a demand for maximum 
density, the crucial parameter was the decision to give all 
apartments a view of the sea, sunset and islands. Simulta-
neously, our aim was to develop structures that in spite of 
such density allow for exclusivity and the creation of exte-
rior spaces with diverse landscapes. In Dragonera, coined 
by the vestiges of a Roman villa, the focus is on exclusive 
savouring of regional products, the experience of and ac-
tive participation in agriculture and the changing of the 
seasons. In Porto Mariccio, however, the development of 
a golf course with golf villas combined with various other 
sports facilities connected by a beach walkway are what 
give the site its character.

We developed another site in the bay of Pula in a former 
military zone: This site includes a number of carefully pro-
tected buildings where the potential for a new urban area 
opposite of the city of Pula can unfold - providing a mix-
ture of residences, offices and retail together with a ma-
rina on the existing island. This area is envisioned to be-
come a cultural magnet through its use of the transformed 
industrial structures as galleries. Similarly, the former mili-
tary academy is programmed to become a five-star hotel 
on the peninsula at the end of the development area.

istria/croatia 2012
masterplanstudy
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project management
for a two-phase competition

for a four-star-hotel 
for GRAFT architects

waldhaus dolder

zurich/switzerland 2011
competition
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project management
for a two-phase competition
for a four-star-hotel
for GRAFT architects

waldhaus dolder

The elevated and slightly curved volume of hotel rooms 
and apartments of the design for the “Waldhaus Dolder” 
in Zurich is placed like a shield in front of the looming 
landscape of the forest and relates hence to this spec-
tacular natural space - like the “Dolder Grand” - and the 
impressive vistas: Due to this orientation all hotel rooms 
have the maximum quality and view to the lake for every 
guest. The wooden facade which is visible from afar re-
fers yet to the name “Waldhaus Dolder”. The serving func-
tions of the hotel are hidden underneath a built landscape 
which integrates into the topography of private green 
spaces. Above it, a generous flight of steps leads from 
the entrance level to the raised central area of reception, 
lobby, restaurant and bars. From here a breathtaking view 
to the lake and the city of Zurich opens to the visitor. Si-
multaneously, the passing Dolder train is visible one floor 
beneath. The connection with the Dolder train has specific 
significance in the design: The station becomes a pub-
lic space that connects with the entrance area of the ho-
tel. The passing train and the boarding and deboarding 
of passengers become an event which is visible from the 
city space and from the hotel entrance. The green hillside 
which is situated in front of the hotel creates a buffer for 
the three separate urban villas with apartments. Extensive 
green roofs integrate these villas into the urban context 
and make them part of the natural scenery in the view 
from the hotel.

zurich/switzerland 2011
competition
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project management for a competition
for the conversion of an existing office highrise
to an aparment tower
for GRAFT architects

towercentre frankfurt(main)

frankfurt(main)/germany 2011
competition

In combination with spacious, efficient and clear floor plans 
for apartments and lofts, this design for the structure and 
facade of the Tower Centre Frankfurt creates a distinctive, 
identity-building image within the context of Frankfurt’s sky-
line. Open loft floor plans as well as conventional apartments 
with separate rooms are easily possible.  To increase mar-
keting flexibility the units can be increased by adding rooms 
from adjacent units. 

Each loft has a balcony, which is positioned for an optimal 
view of the surroundings, the skyline of Frankfurt and the 
Main River, as well as  through the corridors of neighbouring 
buildings. On lower floors, the lines of sight are crucial while 
the view into the distance on upper floors becomes increas-
ingly important. The undulating position of the balconies 
along the height of the tower consequently becomes the de-
cisive formative momentum of the facade. In the unique lo-
cation in the heart of Frankfurt, all rooms provide a maximum 
panoramic view via horizontal window strips. As a basic prin-
ciple, the percentage of glass in the facade is dependant 
upon the functions of the rooms, i.e. from sleeping to living, 
as well as the best vistas and efficient shading on the east-
ern, southern and western exposures of the tower has also 
been taken into consideration.
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project management
for design, planning and project supervision
of a pediatric centre
for GRAFT architects

zahara children centre

addis ababa/ethiopia 2011–15
built

The Zahara Children Centre will be a pediatric clinic for HIV/
AIDS and TB Care. In 2011, Global Health Committee broke 
ground on the Zahara Children Centre in Sebeta on the out-
skirts of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  Now in the final phases of 
construction, the centre is expected to open soon. The cen-
tre will use the integrated Maddox model: the HIV counseling 
manual for children and expertise learned at the ground level 
in Cambodia, to address the needs of HIV infected and af-
fected children in Ethiopia. Given the crushing burden of TB 
in Ethiopia, the centre will also have a major focus on chil-
dren infected with TB and will serve as a Centre of Excellence 
for drug-resistant TB care for children. The Zahara Children 
Centre is being built using local sustainable materials: ado-
be and bamboo. The project was designed with oversight 
from Brad Pitt and funded by the Jolie-Pitt-Foundation.



spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

What we perceive in our surroundings at 
first glance are not primarily their abstract 
properties but the affordances they pro-
vide.

Architectonic space is conceived as a 
scenic proposal to the body and invites to 
movement and manifold use.

It engenders action and thereby welcomes 
its users to relate psychologically, socially 
and culturally to each other and the sur-
rounding.

Architectonic space sets the stage for op-
portunities of action and is thereby invest-
ed in the arousal of people’s attention, into 
what moves them.

affordances
Architectonic spaces stage affordances.
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design
for a contemporary orangery

for architekten ZLS,
with siegfried miedl 

orangery

design
salzburg/austria 2004
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design
for a contemporary orangery
for architekten ZLS,
with siegfried miedl 

In the approximately five hundred year history of the orang-
ery, architects and landscape designers have been con-
fronted with a vast number of tasks arising from the spe-
cific requirements of their clients and the fashion of their 
time. The functions of the orangery have ranged from the 
simple greenhouse all the way to a ballroom, a parlour or 
a secluded retreat providing an intimate place for dreams, 
encounters or contemplation. At the zenith of this develop-
ment, all these functions were combined. In the orangery, 
one can indulge one’s interest in collections of naturalia (nat-
ural things), artificialia (artistic things) and antiquitas (things 
from ancient times). Here one can broaden one’s insights 
into and comprehension of the world, dreaming of an im-
agined world in all its diversity, inspired by the exhibits. In 
this environment one can discover one’s own reality anew; 
transcending it through staged encounters with the human, 
the artistic and the natural. A contemporary orangery must 
fulfill these criteria exactly, creating a space that seduces its 
visitors into entangled conversations and provides them with 
tangible insights into nature and art.

orangery

salzburg/austria 2004
design
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design
of a head office building
for bestbefore arquitectura

Our design for the headquarters of a fruit wholesale compa-
ny in Molina de Segura near Murcia responds to the scenic 
placement of the building and the relatively hot climate of the 
site:

Two office spaces and a conference room, as well as a pa-
tio, are sunken into the terrain and as a result are provided 
with shadow and coolness. Towards the street at the narrow 
side of the site the building reveals only a ramp leading onto 
the roof out of which access to the patio unfolds with an in-
viting gesture. Two parking lots are sunken in from the street 
onto the site on a ramp leading downwards. The office and 
conference spaces open towards the patio and also towards 
the other narrow side of the property where a valley passes 
by, allowing a wonderful panoramic view from the front stu-
dio and the terraces. The floor of the patio and interior is 
designed in mastic asphalt; the roof landscape where ad-
ditional terraces are located is covered with tartan.

beautyfruits

murcia/spain 2006
design
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design
for a ticket agency as stage set
for architekten ZLS,
with siegfried miedl,
literature consulting: heiko daniels 

ticket agency federal theatres

All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely 
players; They have their exits and their entrances.
(william shakespeare)

Here, with the purchase of your theatre ticket you become 
an actor onstage. Experience the functional and aesthetic el-
ements of the ticket agency as a play on the language of the 
stage. You may stroll across our stage, be inspired by the 
architectural, visual and acoustic details and choose from 
the federal theatres’ current programmes. For this, a variety 
of objects for seating and leaning are available. The stage 
space is bordered by a backdrop of elements including the 
information and ticket desks. Special services are available 
at advisory desks on the upper floor.

The human brain is my stage, my favourite director is my 
imagination.
(frank wedekind)

The typographic arrangement of literary fragments from lit-
erature for and about the stage introduces the stage as a 
space of individual imagination. ‘Acoustic spots’ that whis-
per like a hidden prompter can be heard only in particular 
seating situations, surprising you with audio selections from 
the current programmes. In selected spots you can also 
hear an extended repertoire of audio texts on the topic of the 
stage.

Approach our stage with this knowledge and these sensa-
tions and you will understand what we want!
(franz grillparzer)

vienna/austria 2003
design
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design and planning
for the conversion of an old shed

into a living space

living space in the shed

odenwald/germany 2005
built

photos © christoph kraneburg
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design and planning
for the conversion of an old shed into a living space  

odenwald/germany 2005

An old shed, which has been used as a goat stall, bakery, 
wash house and garden shed in its time, was developed as 
a living space for a sculptress. The lower level, which had 
been divided into three spaces on an area of less than thirty 
square metres, was turned into one larger space by remov-
ing the internal walls: hall, kitchen and sofa corner with a 
heating stove are mixed together. The walls in the back part 
of this level, which is surrounded by the garden higher up, 
were extended in order to create a bathroom and box room. 
The upper le-vel, which had been given a new, extended roof 
timbering ten years earlier, kept its form and size. By add-
ing three skylights, a light-filled bedroom and work space 
were created. The stairs that connect the two levels develop 
from the floorboards of the upper level and protrude as a 
corpus of dark wood through to the lower level, where they 
stand on orange linoleum. Dark wood and orange surfaces 
are also to be seen in the kitchen corner, which is lit with 
daylight through a glass panel in the floor of the upper level. 
The corpus of the stairs serves at the same time as a larder, 
guaranteeing the optimal use of the small space. 

The spatial conception, the sculptural shape of the stairs, the 
choice of materials and colours as well as maximising the 
exposure of the internal space to its surroundings through 
the additional use of glass have lead to the spaces flowing 
into each other - even between levels. In consequence, the 
small shed appears surprisingly broad and spacious.

living space in the shed

built
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Materials speak a language and enrich our 
surroundings with meaning.

In the intermingling of the virtual and the 
physical world, there is an intensified de-
sire for tangible materiality.

The touching of surfaces and materials 
always also makes an imprint on the self. 
Therefore, the active exploration of surfac-
es permanently updates our body scheme: 
In the active exploration of surfaces and 
materials we also perceive ourselves in an 
intensified way and thereby continuously 
construct ourselves.

While the semiotics of substances and sur-
faces speak to us permanently in their am-
biguity, it is foremost the haptic experience 
we get high on.

haptics
What we touch, touches us. 
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design

laboratory of boundaries
design

for an interdisciplinary research institute
in a part of the former berlin wall strip
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The laboratory of boundaries projects an interdisciplinary sci-
entific work on a socio-spatial theory of boundaries, integrat-
ed into a section of the former death strip of the Berlin wall 
– the manifestation of boundary par excellence. Spatially, the 
laboratory of boundaries transforms an inner-city section of 
the wall strip into a place where the non-space of the former 
barrier becomes a publicly accessible plateau - raised to a 
height of 1.4 metres. It is bordered by two walkable trench-
es in the ground that mark the course of both former walls 
while also providing the entrance to the boundary space. 
The boundary space is metamorphosed and connected to 
new experiences in which the former separation remains 
noticeable. Below this plateau, which is partially formed by 
a water-covered glass roof, a landscape of partly sculptural 
and partly open spaces develops, allowing boundaries to be 
experienced as intermediary spaces via transitions and inter-
mediate zones. The working areas are situated in the open 
spaces below the glass roof while the maze-like structures 
are open for visitors. Here the research work results are to 
be publicly presented. A number of special situations are in-
cluded in these structures: the former watchtower contained 
as a hollow mould inside a new slightly larger look-out, a 
sub-terrestrial mirror-corridor, light-columns which connect 
interior and exterior space in the places of the former flood-
light masts, an auditorium traversing the borderline. The 
question of the structure of boundaries is universally signifi-
cant and therefore always current.

The history of the wall provides the occasion to develop 
an interdisciplinary socio-spatial theory of boundaries, at a 
time when spatial boundaries seem to be losing their signifi-
cance.

laboratory of boundaries
design
for an interdisciplinary research institute
in a part of the former berlin wall strip

berlin/germany 1999
design
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contrast mass
design

of a cultural forum
for the site of the former castle
and the palace of the republic

berlin/germany 1995–96
design
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Architecture is always a political act. Beyond a doubt, a 
political attitude is also expressed in the demolition of sig-
nificant buildings. Therefore, in a time of multiple paradigm 
shifts with values arbitrarily exchangeable on the market of 
information, the question arises whether it is still appropriate 
to operate from a mentality that tears down temples to erect 
churches on the same site.

As a contribution to the debate about the future of Berlin’s 
Schloßplatz, this project acknowledges the ‘Palast der Re-
publik’ as a symbol of a reality and a history. The Palace 
is not torn down but doubled – as a spatial inversion that 
answers to the contrary arguments for the conservation or 
demolition of the building. Both the halls, like hollows in the 
volume of the cuboid-shaped space of the Palace, are ex-
tracted as masses and projected to the square alongside. 
Regarding the volume of the absent Berlin Royal Palace only 
that part of the volume is added which does not intersect 
with the existing building of the Palace of the Republic when 
overlaying their floor plans. By this means, a composition is 
created that not only makes sense in terms of urban space, 
but also connects three epochs. An arrangement emerges 
that consists of the volume of the Royal Palace, its contem-
porary interpretation and the existing Palace of the Republic. 
The interior structure of the new hybrid building has been 
developed from a superposition: Both floor plans have been 
informed by a seemingly irregular structure. Microscopic 
photos of bronze, both a sculptural material and surface of 
the 1970s palace façade, provided the basis for the devel-
opment of a non-hierarchical structure.

contrast mass
design
of a cultural forum
for the site of the former castle
and the palace of the republic
in berlin

berlin/germany 1995–96
design
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It is about the potential to create singular 
places with new architectures, places in 
which one likes to stay and engage.

A balanced combination of perceptual 
experiences and intellectual challenges 
imbues the architectonic place with signifi-
cance.

Singular and noticeable places that evolve 
from such a combination have both physi-
cal intensity and the potential to move peo-
ple intellectually, emotionally and experien-
tially.

They can touch the unconscious and stim-
ulate relevant responses, move us and 
thereby become memorable. And what we 
remember defines our identity.

identity
Spaces shape our identities.



spatial objects spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

design, planning and crafting
of a media installation
for the fusion festival,

with jörg lorenz,
videos by thomas harzem

kinetour fusion

müritzsee/germany 2002
built
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design, planning and crafting
of a media installation
for the fusion festival,
with jörg lorenz,
videos by thomas harzem

kinetour – a play of perspectives and movements created 
for the cinehangar, the cinema at the Fusion Festival in Kul-
turkosmos Müritzsee. For this installation, the three essen-
tial elements of the cinema – projector, screen and chair – 
have been reinterpreted for the outdoors. The setting was 
arranged in such a way that the exterior of the cinehangar 
became a film set. In this space the visitor was not passive 
while the camera did the movement for him, but rather he or 
she navigated through multiple perspectives. Within the set, 
the screens were accompanied by bed/u/ins - double-sided 
recliner seats with a gauze roof – that invited people to lin-
ger, providing a view of the screens as well as the surround-
ing landscape. 

The video material projected had been created in Italy by the 
video artist Moontan especially for this occasion. Spectators 
who moved between screens and bed/u/ins cast shadows to 
the screens when coming closer to them, becoming physi-
cally involved with the imagery of the video clips. A small 
platform was situated directly in front of the hangar on to 
which stills were projected. These stills could be set into 
motion: high-backed chairs designed to function as partial 
screens for the projections were mobilised with casters on 
the platform so that sections of the entire projection could be 
selected and distorted.

Continuing the theme of re-interpretations, the theatre bar 
was augmented with sensomata – inviting red velvety ele-
ments in various body-like shapes attached to the bar. These 
tactile qualities enhanced communication at the bar by cre-
ating intimate spaces when leaning onto them in conversa-
tion.

kinetour fusion

müritzsee/germany 2002
built
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design, planning and crafting
of computer terminals

for a media festival,
with jörg lorenz

terminals festival garage

stralsund/germany 2002
built



spatial objects spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

design, planning and crafting
of computer terminals
for a media festival,
with jörg lorenz

Four terminals were conceived and produced for the pres-
entation of a variety of online-projects at the festival garage 
2002. Addressing the issue of the playground, these termi-
nals function like advanced wooden toys for adults. Like the 
elements of a wooden disentanglement puzzle, the units 
add up to a cuboid-shaped volume when positioned togeth-
er. According to use and spatial concept, there are various 
arrangements: rotated symmetrically, aligned in a row or a 
combination of the two. Four boxes complete the total vol-
ume while also becoming two additional stools for seating, 
according to the arrangement. Assembled as a cuboid, the 
terminals can also be used as a table. The formation of the 
wooden elements allows for a communicative situation de-
spite being engrossed in play. The tilted screens provide a 
view for surrounding observers, while the neighbours seated 
opposite can also see each others’ monitors. The handcraft-
ed surface creates a sensory component that both contrasts 
the virtual content and anchors the users’ presence in real 
space.

terminals festival garage

stralsund/germany 2002
built
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Architectonic space is a fundamentally
social and connecting construct.

Architectonic space and its furnishing also 
relate to the social dimensions of body 
space.

The social dimensions can be categorised 
as intimate, personal, social and public – 
according to the spatial distance we main-
tain to others and our corresponding per-
ceptions of them.

The sensation and handling of these dis-
tances is affected by cultural as well as 
personal habits and differs accordingly 
from culture to culture and person to per-
son.

Architectonic spaces that account for the 
social dimensions can have a stimulating 
effect on the relationships that we maintain 
within them.

social space



spatial scenes spaces that move people.arne wegner architektur

design
for an analogue visual telephone,
with siegfried miedl and jörg lorenz

As comfortable seating furniture, zwischengesicht (literal 
translation of interface) provides the opportunity to become 
engrossed in a cosy, face to face chat. While enjoying a cold 
drink, one can light-heartedly discuss difficult issues or make 
an acquaintance in a relaxed context. Additionally, thanks to 
state-of-the-art mirror technology, one also has the opportu-
nity to talk via analogue visual telephone despite being in the 
same place. In this era of modern communication one pre-
fers speaking through technological interfaces, even when it 
is unnecessary. Therefore, zwischengesicht has been devel-
oped to make mediated communication possible in situ. The 
communicating parties, situated in direct proximity to each 
other at either end of the seating, insert their heads into the 
casings of the coupling – and can immediately see the com-
munication partner at the other end of the mirror duct and 
start the conversation. Due to number and sophisticated ar-
rangement of the mirrors, the inversion effect of the reflec-
tions is cancelled out. Because of this, one perceives the 
conversation partner as if gazing directly into his or her eyes 
– and yet one finds oneself in the virtual space of a commu-
nication transmitted by technological means.

zwischengesicht therefore excels as a truly advanced means 
of communication. Appointments for chatting can be ar-
ranged directly - face-to-face and in situ; the privacy and the 
spatially virtual experience of technologically mediated com-
munication are fully guaranteed.

zwischengesicht

berlin/germany 2004
design
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design
for a media installation

anthrolab ° neuroland creates a sensual environment as a 
testing ground where communication takes place under very 
specific conditions. The laboratory houses five cages that 
serve as body casings. These can be opened at the back so 
that they can be entered and surround the entire body of the 
user. Hidden reels are situated underneath the casings and 
a handrail at the inside at hand level, allowing the cages to 
be moved: They follow the movement of the user in space. 
A vision panel is provided at eye level, which is mirrored on 
the outside. It allows for an outlook but no view of the inside. 
Speakers and a microphone are embedded at the inside of 
the casings, to provide a simultaneous verbal communica-
tion of all five users via teleconference. A camera situated 
inside, above the vision panel, records the eyes of the com-
municating parties and this image is projected onto the walls 
of the laboratory.

anthrolab ° neuroland

berlin/germany 2002–2005
design
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oberösterreichhaus

design, planning and artistic site management
of an attic floor for a private bank
for architekten ZLS,
with siegfried miedl

vienna/austria 2002–2004
built

sakanela urban landscape

project management for schematic design,
design development, tender documents
for a residential quarter
for GRAFT architects

tbilisi/georgia 2007–2008
planning with GC-tendering

hotel and spa seezeitlodge

project management
for design, permission and construction planning
of a 4-star-plus hotel
for GRAFT architects

bostalsee/germany 2012–2017
built

brioni riviera

project management
for a masterplan study with lookbook
for the development of four sites
for GRAFT architects

istria/croatia 2012
masterplan study

lakeside villa

project management for construction planning,
tendering and artistic site management
for a private villa in berlin
for GRAFT architects

berlin/germany 2008–2009
built

youth hostel munich-city

project management for design, permission planning 
and construction planning for the restoration and new 
extension of the world’s oldest city youth hostel
for GRAFT architects

munich/germany 2016–2018
in planning

house of youth heidelberg

competition for the new construction of a youth centre
with alfredo peñafiel

heidelberg/germany 2017
competition

ainmillerstraße

project management for design
and permission planning
for a new roof with two attic floors
for GRAFT architects

munich/germany 2016-2017
in planning
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waldhaus dolder

project management
for a two-phase competition
for a four-star-hotel
for GRAFT architects

zurich/switzerland 2011
competition

towercenter frankfurt(main)

project management for a competition
for the conversion of an existing office highrise
to an aparment tower
for GRAFT architects

frankfurt (main)/germany 2011
competition

zahara children center

project management
for design, planning and project supervision
of a pediatric center
for GRAFT architects

addis ababa/ethiopia 2011–2015
built

orangery

design
for a contemporary orangery
for architekten ZLS,
with siegfried miedl

salzburg/austria 2004
design

beautyfruits

design
of an office building
for bestbefore arquitectura

murcia/spain 2006
design

laboratory of boundaries

design
for an interdisciplinary research institute
in a part of the former berlin wall strip

berlin/germany 1999
design

contrast mass

design
of a cultural forum
for the site of the former castle
and the palace of the republic

berlin/germany 1995–96
design
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ticket agency federal theatres

design
of a ticket agency as stage design
for architekten ZLS, linz,
with siegfried miedl,
literature consulting: heiko daniels

wien/austria 2003
design

living space in the shed

design and planning
for the conversion of an old shed into a living space

odenwald/germany 2005
built

kinetour fusion

design, planning and crafting
of a media installation
for the fusion festival,
with jörg lorenz,
videos by thomas harzem

müritzsee/germany 2002
built

terminals festival garage

design, planning and crafting
of computer terminals
for a media festival,
with jörg lorenz

stralsund/germany 2002
built

zwischengesicht

design
for an analogue visual telephone,
with siegfried miedl and jörg lorenz

berlin/germany 2004
design

anthrolab ° neuroland

design
for a media installation

berlin/germany 2002–2005
design

patients’ lounge

design, planning and tendering
for a cardiological practice
for aPLEX GmbH

berlin/germany 2007
built

urban villa

project management for design, planning
and artistic site management
of an interior in vienna
for GRAFT architects

wien/austria 2010–2012
built

woka’licious

design, planning, tendering and site management
of a restaurant in hackesches quartier berlin
for GRAFT architects

berlin/germany 2010–2011
built

department store ELKOR

design and planning
of the central staircase of a department store
for HSH architects

riga/latvia 2007
built

spatial scenes/spatial objects
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„Consciousness is not something that hap-
pens inside us. It is something we do or 
make. Better: it is something we achieve. 
Consciousness is more like dancing than 
it is like digestion. […] Human experience 
is a dance that unfolds in the world and 
with others. You are not your brain. We are 
not locked up in a prison of our own ideas 
and sensations. The phenomenon of con-
sciousness, like that of life itself, is a world-
involving dynamic process. We are already 
at home in the environment. We are out of 
our heads.”
Alva Noë, 2009

„Space that has been seized upon by 
the imagination cannot remain indifferent 
space subject to the measures and esti-
mates of the surveyor. It has been lived in, 
[…]
The imagination is ceaselessly imagining 
and enriching itself with new images. It is 
this wealth of imagined being that I should 
like to explore.“
Gaston Bachelard, 1958
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